
Director -Texas Seaport Museum 
1877 ELISSA 

Galveston, Texas 
 

Galveston Historical Foundation preserves and revitalizes the architectural, cultural and maritime 
heritage of Galveston Island. 

 
ELISSA is a three-masted, iron-hulled sailing ship built in 1877 in Aberdeen, Scotland by Alexander Hall 
& Company. She carries nineteen sails covering over one-quarter of an acre in surface area.  In 2005, the 
Texas Legislature named ELISSA the “tall ship of Texas” recognizing her contribution to Galveston and 
the state.  ELISSA is the centerpiece of the Texas Seaport Museum that includes a visitor center, retail 
operation, and museum exhibits.  Other maritime vessels are part of the operations and interpretation of 
Galveston’s historical and natural setting.   
 
ELISSA is maintained by a volunteer crew and is almost unique among tall ships in the United States in 
that she is sailed annually by volunteers and trained officers.  The Texas Seaport Museum hosts more than 
50,000 visitors each year.  The museum also provides a venue for important community and private events 
throughout the year. 
 
The operations of the Texas Seaport Museum or overseen by a full-time staff of six including the director 
and several part-time assistants.  A volunteer committee assists in setting policies and establishes priorities 
and makes recommendations to the Board of Directors of Galveston Historical Foundation.  GHF is one of 
the oldest and largest non-profit historic preservation organizations in the United States with an established 
record of success and commitment to the preservation of historic land and maritime resources. For more 
information on GHF, the Texas Seaport Museum and ELISSA, please visit our website at 
www.galvestonhistory.org . 
 
Salary and benefits will be determined based on experience and qualifications of the selected candidate. 
 
Applicants for Director of the Texas Seaport Museum/ELISSA should submit the following for 
consideration: 
 
1.  A cover letter addressing these areas of interest: 
 

• Experience with historic sailing vessels and sailing  
• Familiarity with maritime resources and environments 
• Background in museum development and management 
• Commitment to living in Galveston, Texas 

 
2. Current resume 
 
3. Three references including name, mailing address, email address and telephone number for each 
reference. 
 
Application materials are accepted until the position is filled and should be forwarded to: 
 

W. Dwayne Jones, Executive Director 
Galveston Historical Foundation 

502 20th Street 
Galveston, TX  77550 

 
Applications will be reviewed by a panel in August and interviews conducted in September and October.  
GHF anticipates a final selection by fall 2007.   
 
Please direct questions or inquiries to the Executive Director of Galveston Historical Foundation at (409) 
765-7834 or Dwayne.Jones@galvestonhistory.org 


